
Selecting a book for your reading program is an important decision. To help you select the right 
book for your young readers and your community, we are providing the following context related to 
potentially sensitive content to help make a well-informed decision. As always, we encourage and 

recommend that book selections come after a full read of the book by multiple
 decision-makers or stakeholders.

Ban This Book 
by Alan Gratz

supportive, helping the project grow. But there are a few spiteful posts that further fuel Karina’s 
curiosity about where hatred and fear come from. Neither the author nor the book dwell on these 
responses, but they, too, necessarily fuel her project. 

Some schools will elect to use Count Me In to explore questions about assimilation and 
citizenship. Others will want to steer clear if their community is sensitive to the subject or 
unlikely to engage with it constructively.

Read This Book to Discover…

A book in which students are constructively rebellious: 
challenging authority and learning to navigate the world of 
adult concerns. Amy Anne clearly loves literature - she begins 
her project when she learns her favorite book, From the Mixed-
Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, has been removed from 
the school library. Her quest, efforts, and arguments are a love 
letter to appreciating literature and wanting to ensure readers 
have access to it. Along the way, she also learns why and how 
adults strive to create a policy to protect students and preserve 
constructive literature in school libraries: “Nobody has the right 
to tell you what you can and can’t read. Except your 
parents.” (p. 242)

What to Watch Out For… 

The book is about challenging authority. The protagonist finds her favorite books removed from 
the school library and lends them to schoolmates herself. Eventually she attends school board 
meetings to try to change the policy on how books are considered and/or removed from the 
library. Some of the banned books contain sexual content although the protagonist, Amy Anne, is 
pointedly not interested in this stuff. At a school board meeting, adults make reference to the fact 
that some books are about “S-E-X” (pp. 35, 53) and to “adult magazines.” (p. 53)



What to Watch Out For… 

The attack on her grandfather, which occurs randomly on the street 50 pages into the novel, is 
unexpected and frightening. The stranger yells anti-Arab and anti-Muslim epithets (though Mr. 
Chopra is of Indian heritage) and wields a knife. He knocks Mr. Chopra to the ground and kicks 
him. Mr. Chopra suffers a fractured femur and recovers in the hospital.

The identity of Mr. Chopra’s attacker is never known, but the police do inform Karina on the 
harsh resolution of the case. They tell her that the attacker, pursued by the police, wound up in a 
high-speed car chase where he crashed and died as his car exploded. This dramatic news does 
end up providing some relief for Karina and her grandfather removing any anxiety (for the 
reader) about subsequent attacks.

Most of the folks on the internet who respond to Karina’s project are encouraging and 

www.readtothem.org

There is a very brief discussion among a few students about Frog and Toad Are Friends and 
whether it can be interpreted to promote “gay lifestyles.” (p. 195)




