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Our Vision

A culture of literacy in every community
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President’s Letter

The act of storytelling bears a history that spans thousands of years.
From gathering around a campfire in the ancient world to the warmth
of our homes in the now, nothing can replace the importance of
coming together as a family to enjoy a shared reading experience. The
transformative power of reading aloud has shaped whole generations.
With Read to Them'’s aim to create a culture of literacy in homes,
schools, and communities across the United States, the future has never
looked brighter.

I am so honored to serve as President of Read to Them’s Board of
Directors, especially during such an exciting time for our organization.
This has been a year filled with opportunties for growth, and | am thrilled
to share them with you in this report.

While the world has finally shaken the weight of the pandemic, teachers
and students struggle to close the learning loss gap. Reading scores
have yet to reach pre-pandemic levels, and family engagement

has waned, making Read to Them's efforts more
- — ~- . necesssary than ever.

| ... | extend my deepest gratitude for your continuous
i} -, support, without which our achievements could not
¥ __-* have been possible. Thank you for ensuring Read to
s Them's story is one without an end.

¥ Most sincerely,

Dan Daglish
| Board President

Our Values

Connection
We foster togetherness and
strengthen relationships
through shared stories.

Accessibility
We strive for equity by
recognizing and removing
obstacles.

Empowerment
We help people craft their
own stories and imagine
new possibilities.

Imagination
We encourage innovation
and curiosity.




Our Programs

Read to Them programs show schools and families the wide array of benefits that come from reading aloud together.
Our school, district, and state-wide programs support reading together at home and learning together at school by
providing schools with the necessary tools, resources, and guidance to create a culture of literacy in their community.

One School, One Book®

Added 507,327 books to home libraries in 2022-2023

With our flagship program, schools select a book from our list of over 150 titles, including titles available in Spanish. Every
student in the school receives a copy of the book to read at home as a family. Home resources help families make
reading aloud a daily activity. At school, students explore the story with their classmates using a suite of book-specific

resources that involve everyone in their school community. This essential strategy creates a home-school connection
that reinforces reading instruction and increases family involvement to build a true community of readers.

84% of surveyed educators saw an increase in student engagement with reading and learning.

One District, One Book®

Delivered 72,208 books into the hands of students and teachers
One District, One Book follows the One School, One Book model, expanding
it to include all elementary and/or middle schools across an entire district.

Everyone follows a common schedule, so families in the district can be on
the same page - literally!

97% of surveyed educators would have another Read to Them program.




States Read One Book®
Distributed 72,341 books to families across six states

The States Read One Book program invites students, families and schools across
an entire state to read the same book, at the same time. This program is further
enhanced by our suite of financial literacy resources, with all materials translated
into Spanish to ensure all participating children and their families have the chance
to celebrate the power of reading aloud together. Currently, there are statewide
programs in Arkansas, Florida, Michigan, Mississippi, New York, Texas, and Virginia.

73% of surveyed educators saw an increase in
family engagement while participating in a Read to Them program.

Read Aloud to a Child Week®

Continued to connect children and adults nationwide

Each year during the last week of October, Read to Them sponsors Read Aloud to
a Child Week. This national event showcases the importance of reading aloud to
children and encourages families to read together - both during the event, and
beyond. For 20 years, Read Aloud to a Child Week has been a stress-free way

for everyone to engage with the literacy community. Participating is as easy as
selecting a book and reading it aloud: be it parents with their children at home

or teachers with their students in the classroom. Read to Them curates a list of
picture and chapter books to serve as a jumping-off point and offers reading tips
for folks who may just be starting their read aloud journey.




Imagination Library RVA

While we have used the power of reading aloud to build
connections across the States, enriching the lives of children and
their families at home in Richmond, Virginia has always been a
priority. In furthering our mission, we are proud to share that, as
of June 2023, Read to Them has served as the City of Richmond
affiliate for Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library.

Imagination Library is an international book gifting program
designed to foster a love of reading in young children. Since
launching in 1996, the flagship program of The Dollywood
Foundation has gifted well over 218 million free books.

With Imagination Library RVA, enrolled children between birth
and age five receive free, age-appropriate books that are
delivered directly to their home each month at no cost to the
family. Imagination Library RVA has a steadfast commitment
to providing equal access to books for all children, regardless of their family’s
financial resources. The demand for this program has been undeniable: already,
over 2,000 children have registered to receive their free books!

We are committed to enrolling all eligible children,
and look forward to creating further opportunities
to help children thrive.




-Dolly Parton

“You can never get enough books into the hands of enough children!”




Financials
July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023

Income

[ Program Registrations, $4,214,580
[ Unrestricted Contributions, $185,788

B Other Revenue, $77,651

Total, $4,478,019

Expenses

[ Program Services, $3,252,465
I Administrative, $676,424

B Development, $113,401

Total, $4,042,290

Assets

Cash

Accounts Receivable
Other Assets

Net Property & Equipment
Investments

Total Assets

Liabilities & Net Assets

Accounts Payable
Other Liabilities

Total Liabilities

Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities & Net Assets

$805,309
$353,673
$296,272

$27,190
$1,073,105

$2,555,549

$76,81
$396,302

$473 113
$2,082,436

$2,555,549

. T R



—(

150+ Books

to choose from in
the ever-growing
RTT catalog

50 States

have been
enriched by an
RTT school
reading program

3.2K Schools

have celebrated
the joy of a

shared reading
experience

2.57M Books

have been
added to home
libraries



Thank You to Our Generous Supporters!
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Thank you to the incredible authors and publishers who help us

make our reading programs happen.

Elana K. Arnold

W.H. Beck

Dusti Bowling

Monica Brown

Peter Brown
Candlewick Press
Victoria J. Coe

J. Dillard

Angela Dominguez
Zetta Elliott

Fabled Films Press
Chris Grabenstein
Hachette Book Group
HarperCollins Publishers
Holiday House
Jennifer L. Holm

Emily Jenkins
Innovation Press
Independent Publishers Group
Lectorum Publications
Cynthia Lord
Macmillan

Angela May

Meg Medina

Zanib Mian

Claudia Mills

Sarah Mlynowski

Mary Alice Monroe
Lauren Myracle

Jerdine Nolen

Barbara O’Connor
Wendy Orr

Penguin Young Readers
Random House Children’s Books
Dwayne Reed
Scholastic

Simon & Schuster
Thomas Taylor
Jennifer Torres
Union Square & Co.
Gita Varadarajan
Vivian Vande Velde
Renée Watson
Sarah Weeks

David Zeltser




Our Mission

We use the power of reading aloud together to build
connections across families, schools, and communities
to cultivate students’ learning and success.
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www.readtothem.org
(804) 367-3195
programs@readtothem.org
2201 W. Broad Street, Suite 206
Richmond, VA 23220




