
Selecting a book for your reading program is an important decision. To help you select the right 
book for your young readers and community, we are providing the following context related to 

potentially sensitive content and specific book excerpts to help make a well-informed decision. As 
always, we encourage and recommend that book selections come after a full read of the book by 

multiple decision-makers or stakeholders.

What to Watch Out For… 

Ivan’s sister dies in transit from Africa.  There is a souvenir gorilla hand ashtray in the gift shop.  
And there is implied animal abuse of an elephant, Ruby. These images are troubling but create 
sympathy for Ivan - and all captive animals. They help motivate the animals and humans at the 
truck stop to band together to change Ivan’s life.

p. 73 
“Mack grabs a broom.  He raises it.  Instantly Stella steps in front of Ruby to shield her.”

p.  114 
“Before Mack, before Bob, even before Ruby, I know that Stella is gone.”

p. 129 
“After they captured my sister and me, they put us in a cramped, dark crate that smelled of urine 
and fear…My sister could not let go of our home.  It held her like a vine…We were still in our 
crate when she looked at me without seeing, and I knew the vine had finally snapped. 

pp. 151-152  
“Mack stomps off to his office.  When he returns, he is carrying a long stick…It’s a 
claw-stick…Mack pokes Ruby with the sharp point.  Not hard.  Just a touch….’I’m not going to 
hurt her,’ Mack says. ‘I just want to get her attention.’”

pp. 170-171  
“They shot my father next…Then they chopped off their hands, their feet, their heads…There is a 
cluttered, musty store near my cage…They sell an ashtray there.  It is made from the hand of a 
gorilla.”

p. 174 
 “…when Mack takes Ruby into the ring…He carries the claw-stick with him all the time now.  
He doesn’t use it.  He doesn’t have to.  Ruby isn’t fighting back anymore.  She does whatever 
Mack asks.”

p. 229 
A reporter films Ruby’s chained foot and the claw-stick.

The One and Only Ivan 
by Katherine Applegate

Read This Book to Discover…
  
The redemptive story of the truck-stop gorilla who, through 
the support of human and animal friends, manages to make it 
to a more humane environment. The story is told in 
unforgettable, carefully etched, first person prose that makes 
the points of view of the animal characters as clear and 
memorable as Charlotte’s Web. Ivan’s true story continues to 
inspire readers to support similar efforts to rescue animals in 
confinement in the real world.
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