
Selecting a book for your reading program is an important decision. To help you select the right 
book for your young readers and community, we are providing the following context related to 

potentially sensitive content and specific book excerpts to help make a well-informed decision. As 
always, we encourage and recommend that book selections come after a full read of the book by 

multiple decision-makers or stakeholders.

What to Watch Out For… 

The novel is pervaded by a sense of worry cast by the surly antagonist, Judd Travers. Travers 
mistreats his dogs, chaining them up, kicking them when he is displeased, and starving them “to 
make ‘em better hunters.” Though Judd is menacing throughout, no harm comes to the boy, 
Marty, or his adopted dog, Shiloh, at his hands. The author really wants Marty to try to 
understand better what makes a man like Judd Travers behave that way, and ultimately to reform 
him.

p. 4 
“Something really hurts inside you when you see a dog cringe like that. You know somebody’s 
been kicking at him. Beating on him, maybe.”

p. 17
 “Git on down here!” he says, and…Shiloh leaps off my lap onto the ground and connects with 
Judd’s right foot.  He yelps and runs off behind the trailer.”

p. 17 
“He could be a fine huntin’ dog, but he tries my patience.  I’ll leave him be tonight, but if he 
wanders off again, I’ll whup the daylights out of him.  I’ll guarantee you that.”

pp. 25-26 
“Never name any of my dogs. Dogs one, two, three, and four is all. When I want ‘em, I whistle; 
when I don’t, I give ‘em a kick. ‘Git,’ ‘Scram,’ ‘Out,’ and ‘Dammit’; that’s my dogs’ names.”

**Part 2 Night in West Virginia - reference to Jesus, forgiving sins, prayer**

pp. 78-79
There is a dog fight involving a German Shepherd.

pp. 85-86 
Dad reminds Marty Judd’s not the only one.

p. 116
“So what you going to do?  Shoot me! … Going to shoot me like that dog I found up here six 
months back with a bullet in his head?”

 

Shiloh
by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

Read This Book to Discover…
  
A story, told in accessible first-person country prose, about a 
West Virginia boy’s effort to take care of a beagle (Shiloh) and 
protect him from his careless, cruel owner (Judd Travers). The 
novel takes place in the backwoods of West Virginia and 
young Marty has to wrestle with questions of conscience as he 
attempts to gain legal control of Shiloh. Marty’s difficult 
moments with Judd are brave and revealing.
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