
Selecting a book for your reading program is an important decision. To help you select the right 
book for your young readers and community, we are providing the following context related to 

potentially sensitive content and specific book excerpts to help make a well-informed decision. As 
always, we encourage and recommend that book selections come after a full read of the book by 

multiple decision-makers or stakeholders.

What to Watch Out For… 

pp. 1-22 
Fear of police misconduct in How to Transform an Everyday, Ordinary Hoop Court into a Place 
of Higher Learning and You at the Podium
 p. 7 - The protagonist is approached and questioned by a police officer, for sleeping in a 
car in the early morning; he is of Mexican heritage and speculates: “(My) skin is brown.  And his 
skin is brown, too, maybe even browner…” 
  p. 8 - His father vouches for him (he is waiting to get into the basketball gym), but there 
is the suggestion he has his own history of interaction with the police: “Stuff that happened long 
ago before (I) was born.”

pp. 61-85
Platonic gay attraction in Secret Samantha
 pp. 61-62 - Samantha prefers to be called Sam; wants her elf name to be Flame instead 
of Sparkles; is teased by boys for having a short haircut.
  p. 65 - Sam admires the new girl’s (elf name: Blade) military boots; she also thinks her 
hair is “dark like a good secret.”
  p. 74 - Sam, thinking about Blade: “Saying her name makes my chest go bah-boom and 
my left thumb twitch.”

pp. 87-104
Homelessness, alcohol abuse, and depression in The Beans and Rice Chronicles of Isaiah Dunn
 - Isaiah’s mother appears to be depressed and stays in bed a lot: “Mama’s bundled up in 
her bed… She doesn’t move much, even when I sit next to her.”  “Mama stays in her room all 
day.” (Sunday)
  p. 94 - Isaiah brings her a lovely plate of food from Miss Rita. At 2:17 a.m., “When I 
check the kitchen, the plate’s still on the counter, untouched.”
  p. 102 - Eventually Isaiah challenges his mother: “When are you going to get a job, 
Mama?” Then: “I feel the sting of the back of her hand on my cheek.”

pp. 123-133
Racial stereotypes said about Celeste in Main Street
 A Black girl moving to a Vermont town forms a friendship with a white friend. The 
things the white friend’s friends say:
  “The one black person my mother knew stole stuff.”
  “They love rap music. Does she teach you dances?”
  “Aren’t you scared? She might take things from you. She might have a gun. Or a 
knife. Her feet are big. Her hair is strange. There was one at our school once, you remember? 
She was adopted or something, that’s all I remember.”
  “My mom said I shouldn’t eat w/ the new one. You shouldn’t either.”

 pp. 135-157
A nude beach, mention of “burlesque” and gay attraction in Flying Lessons
 - Santosh goes to Europe with his wild and crazy grandmother.
 - She accidentally takes him to a nude beach: “Grandma! They’re naked! You brought 
me to a naked beach!”
 - And a burlesque theater: “Yesterday…I dressed up in a suit and combed my hair for the 
“theater,” only to end up cowering in the front row at an adults-only burlesque.”
 - At another beach in Spain, he meets a local boy, Tomas, who looks like Romeo, and 
invites him to play a paddle ball game w/ his friends: “Romeo, oh, Romeo just asked me if I 
want to play… Do you know how many other times I’ve fantasized about being asked this 
exact question while watching boys hang out with their friends?”

Flying Lessons and Other Stories
Edited by Ellen Oh

Read This Book to Discover…
  
We Need Diverse Books delivers an anthology of ten short 
stories by ten diverse authors, addressing the need for 
authentic voices telling compelling stories in children’s 
literature. Each story stands on its own, and together weave an 
overall narrative that has a place for all readers to feel seen 
and understood. The athlete trying to prove he can play. The 
girl who is determined to not be underestimated any longer. 
The budding entrepreneur who watches her immigrant father 
struggle. The new kid who longs to fit in, and a boy desperate 
to connect with his father. Every child who has faced 
self-doubt about who they are and where they belong will find 
an ally in the stories told by both award-winning and 
up-and-coming authors. 

pp. 159-206
“Major JackASS” (p. 166) in Seventy-Six Dollars and Forty-Nine Cents
 - A story in verse about a boy trying to get an attractive girl to notice him.
 - Early on, he explains about his parents: “Most folks call him Major. When Mom’s mad at 
him/…/she calls him Major JackASS.”
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