
Selecting a book for your reading program is an important decision. To help you select the right 
book for your young readers and community, we are providing the following context related to 

potentially sensitive content and specific book excerpts to help make a well-informed decision. As 
always, we encourage and recommend that book selections come after a full read of the book by 

multiple decision-makers or stakeholders.

What to Watch Out For… 

The three villainous farmers are gross in the extreme. Farmer Bean likes to drink cider which is 
referenced consistently in the text. They are foul AND dirty and there are burping and farting 
jokes related to their diet. The farmers also wield shotguns, and at one point shoot off Mr. Fox’s 
tail. Mr. Fox breaks into Farmer Bean’s store room and they sample the cider. His son even takes 
a sip.

p. 4 
“Bean was a turkey-and-apple farmer…He drank gallons of strong cider which he made from the 
apples in his orchard.”

pp. 12-13 
“Quick as a whip, Mr. Fox jumped back into his hole and at that same instant the entire wood 
seemed to explode around him.  Bang-bang! Bang-bang! Bang-bang!…One of them shone a 
flashlight on the hole, and there on the ground, in the circle of light, half in and half out of the 
hole, lay the poor tattered blood-stained remains of…a fox’s tail.”

p. 64 
“While they were talking, the Smallest Fox sneaked a jar off the shelf and had taken a gulp.”

p. 65
“It’s my turn,” said Badger, taking the jar and tilting his head well back… “It’s like melted 
gold!… Oh, Foxy… it’s like drinking sunbeams and rainbows!”

 

Fantastic Mr. Fox
by Roald Dahl

Read This Book to Discover…
  
A Roald Dahl fable about a wily fox who outwits the three 
comically cruel and disgusting farmers. Mr. Fox teams up with 
other animals from the three farms and is able to feast with his 
family. Readers who enjoy Roald Dahl’s slapstick humor will 
delight in the fox’s schemes as he bests the farmers.
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