
Selecting a book for your reading program is an important decision. To help you select the right 
book for your young readers and community, we are providing the following context related to 

potentially sensitive content and specific book excerpts to help make a well-informed decision. As 
always, we encourage and recommend that book selections come after a full read of the book by 

multiple decision-makers or stakeholders.

What to Watch Out For… 

There is some verbal teasing of Drita by students in the school. Maxie’s mother is also clinically 
depressed and the children’s awareness of her condition may be stressful for some readers.

References to the war that Drita and her family left behind:

 p. 4 - “the soldiers with their guns” 

 p. 32 - “The camera just keeps showing a lot of people running and buildings falling down 
and babies crying. Then they show some kind of marketplace where a bomb went off and some 
people lying on the ground look like they’re dying”

 p. 69 - “One time I saw some Serbian soldiers kicking a man on the street so much that  he 
had blood coming out of his mouth.” (p 69) 

 pp. 133-134 - “Some days, kids would throw rocks at her on the way to school. Other 
days she would hear gunshots. Then some people got taken away in the middle of the night.”

pp. 43, 46, 53, 102, and 108
Drita’s mother struggles with depression and night terrors.

p. 10
Maxie’s father curses. (“- and I don’t mean that damn hamster!”) This is the only curse in the 
novel.

p. 19
Maxie claims to not like Drita for her appearance, including her hair and skin color

p. 20
“I don’t like her hair, I don’t like her clothes. I don’t like her face and I don’t like her eyes. 
She’s the kind of white person who’s so pale, she’s like a ghost…” 

Instance of name calling from one of the main characters where Drita is referred to as “Drita 
Draino.”

p. 30
Maxie recalls getting into a car accident that resulted in the death of her mother.

pp. 66-67
Brandee smacks Drita in the face and Maxie punches Brandee in the stomach in retaliation for 
Drita.

 

Drita My Homegirl
by Jenny Lombard

Read This Book to Discover…
  
A beautiful friendship. Maxie, who is African-American, 
bonds with Drita, who is a refugee from Kosovo, over 
basketball. Maxie helps Drita navigate the difficult first year 
of her school life in America, while Drita provides support for 
Maxie navigating the everyday stressors of her life, especially 
worrying about and caring for her depressed mother.
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