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Planting Seeds
“The greatest Oaks have been little acorns.” This quote, from Thomas Fuller in 1732,
sums up the way in which many One District, One Book® programs begin. Often, one
or two schools in a district try a One School, One Book® program. As other nearby
schools see the excitement for reading books, they want to get in on the fun, and a One
District, One Book® program forms. The same holds true for districts and states.
This issue of the One District, One Book® newsletter spotlights some programs that
illustrate that growth curve.
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Colerain E.S. (NC)
improves grades and gets
excited about reading!

ODOB thrives in
Garland County (AR)

Read to Them founder Gary Anderson visits with Carol Mizelle and students from Colerain Elementary School.

When Carol Mizelle became principal of Colerain Elementary School in Colerain,
North Carolina, there was no culture of reading among the students, roughly 90 percent
of whom qualify for free or reduced lunches. Test scores were low; discipline problems
were high. Mizelle knew she needed to take action to turn things around.
Mizelle discovered Read to Them’s website during online research. The idea of rallying around a shared reading experience appealed to her, so in fall 2015 she registered
each of the school’s 240 families to receive copies of Because of Winn-Dixie. The response
was so positive that the school read The One and Only Ivan in the winter and Charlotte’s Web
in the spring.

TROB Year III kicks off
with Dallas Cowboys
head coach Jason Garrett
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Title 1 in Colerain, N.C.
The results have been nothing short of amazing. Over the past two years, Coleraine has gone from 26.5% of its students meeting proficiency standards in reading to 49%. It went from being an F school under North Carolina’s school
rating system to being a C school. Mizelle attributes much of the improvement to the growing culture of reading within
the school.
“If we don’t help children get the love of reading and use their imagination and art, then they won’t understand
books,” says Mizelle. “Now it’s sticking with them. We still have long way to go, but we are moving in the right direction.” She says that this year Colerain is shooting for 73% proficiency and a B rating.

Students created a mural for The One and Only Ivan.

The One School, One Book® program has drawn rave reviews from students, staff, and parents. Parents have commented how valuable it has been to read with their children every night, and schoolwide levels of parental involvement
have more than doubled. Parents enjoy the Family Literacy Night activities that accompany each book, and they
enthusiastically take part in the fund-raising activities that help support the cost of the program. The school also used
Title I money to help pay for registration. One family reported that when they visited Wal-Mart, their child wanted
a “big book” like the chapter book they were reading in school as opposed to the picture books the family had read
previously.
Other side benefits have been decreased discipline problems and increased interest in art. “We have brought art back
into the school, relating to the books,” Mizelle says. For instance, students did a school-wide art project for The One and
Only Ivan. In addition, staff now dedicates focused time to reading aloud with students.
“Everything in research tells you that if you build a united school around an activity, it’s beneficial,” Mizelle says.
“With this program, we all are talking about the same book at the same time.”
Furthermore, Mizelle can sense a change in the overall atmosphere at the school. While hard to quantify, “you can see
and feel that the culture of the school has changed,” she says.
“If you can find a program that allows you to build around a common theme and schoolwide activity, that’s great,”
Mizelle concludes. She has found that with One School, One Book®, and the school plans to read three books together again this year.
Other area schools have heard about Colerain’s success and are now exploring how they can boost reading interest and
scores through a shared reading experience. Just another example of planting acorns and watching trees grow!
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Avid Advocate Spreads Reading Across the County
Reluctant…enthusiastic…avid advocate. That sums up the
various stages of Lake Hamilton School District (AR) Superintendent Steve Anderson’s feelings about the One District,
One Book® program. Concerned about the investment, he
initially felt reluctant when Director of Instructional Services
Kristi Anderson and Family and Community Coordinator
Renae Carrouth told him they thought the district should get
involved. Then Steve talked with Read to Them founder Gary
Anderson. Gary’s enthusiasm sealed the deal. “The more he
talked, the more interested I became,” Steve said. “I knew the
program was a good use of our district funds.”
‘This is not just a school program,” Steve emphasized. “This
is designed to get FAMILIES to sit down together and spend
time reading.” Furthermore, the program reaches two populations that traditionally do not get heavily involved in school
activities—Hispanics and dads.

Banners and guest readers among the kick-off activities for Garland County’s One
County, One Book program.

Two stories show the power of reading to reach these groups. A Hispanic parent with limited English ability came in to access
services at the Parent Center. He saw a poster from the One District, One Book™ program. His face lit up. “Ah, Humphrey,”
he said. “We read.” And one faculty member shared a photo showing her husband, who did not have strong reading skills,
reading to his children for the first time.

“Many programs are one-dimensional. This has been multi-dimensional in terms of its benefits.
It has shown our public schools in a very positive light in Garland County.”
-Steve Anderson
In fall 2015, Lake Hamilton partnered with neighboring Hot Springs
School District to read The World According to Humphrey. This year, Steve
and Hot Springs Superintendent Mike Hernandez worked to establish the
One County, One Book program throughout Garland County. Together, they convinced the other five superintendents in the county that they
NEEDED to participate.
Elementary students throughout the county read School Days According
to Humphrey this fall. The program launched with a festive country-wide
kickoff in downtown Hot Springs, attended by area lawmakers and dignitaries. The program also has involved older students, with members of
the Lake Hamilton High School band and sports teams making videos
encouraging the elementary students to read.
“It’s been a positive program, and it has helped promote a culture of reading in our community,” Steve concluded. “We feel
like if we can encourage our kids and community to read together, it’s a wise investment of our funds.”
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T ex a s R e a d s O n e B o o k
As Texas Reads One Book’s kick-off reader Coach Jason Garrett leads the red-hot Dallas Cowboys toward a Super Bowl run,
the statewide reading program prepares for its own “super” year. In 2015, approximately 30,000 elementary families statewide
read The World According to Humphrey. In 2016, roughly 50,000 families read the classic Charlotte’s Web. Dozens of districts,
hundreds of schools, and as many as 100,000 or more families are expected to read The Lemonade War in April 2017.
Once again this year, Coach Garrett will kick off Texas Reads One Book with a videotaped reading. A committee of Texas superintendents is spearheading this year’s program, and there is still time for districts to get involved. Like a Texas oil well, Texas
Reads One Book is poised to be a “gusher” in 2017. Get in on the fun! To find out how your district can participate, click here.
And to continue the theme of how shared reading programs at all levels spread, at least three other states have been exploring
how to begin their own statewide programs: Arkansas, Kansas, and New York.

T e x a s R e a ds One B ook Feat ured on Nat ional Radio Program
The nationwide Education Talk Radio program spotlighted Texas Reads One Book in October. Host Larry Jacobs
interviewed superintendents Diane Frost of Corsicana Independent School District, Ricardo Lopez of Mission
Consolidated Independent School District, and Jose Parra of Irving Independent School District. The three district
leaders discussed their involvement in the program and their desire for other superintendents to join them. To hear
what the superintendents had to say on Education Talk Radio, click here.

Texas Reads One Book

AASA Magazine Features ODOB!

Once again, we are proud to offer
this unique opportunity in Texas...

Jason Garrett

The February issue of AASA’s School Administrator
magazine spotlighted “Superintendents Who Model Family Literacy” by organizing One District, One
Book programs. The article featured Steve Anderson
from Arkansas, Jose Parra of Texas, and David Pennington of Oklahoma. “If students are connecting me
to books, then I’m representing reading and literacy
and enjoyment and learning,” Pennington said. “I
don’t think I could ask for more than that.” Read the
full article here.

Head Coach of the Dallas Cowboys

leads the charge with a huge Texas
style kick-off this coming spring as

Texas Reads One Book!

Coach Garrett reads the first chapter
via exclusive video cast - then each
of the families in your district reads a
chapter each night.

*

Jason Garrett

Head Coach of the Dallas Cowboys

KICKOFF :
April 3, 2017

*

FALL SPECIAL

Register early by December 31st to receive special pricing.
Choose one title for your custom One District, One Book®
reading event in the fall or winter…
then read The Lemonade War for Texas Reads One Book
in the spring - all for $9.95 (regular price $10.95).
General registration continues through March 1st.
Just want Texas Reads One Book?

Register by December 31, 2016 for just $4.95 per student

regular price $5.95

You’ll receive books for every student as well as in-school activities,
assembly ideas, teacher resources, and family engagement tools.
Tens of thousands of families across the state will read together in this celebration of literacy.

TASA
TASA

Send an e-mail to sign up your district!
texasreads@readtothem.org

Texas Association
of School
Texas
Association
ofAdministrators
School Administrators
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